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Contextual Resources: At the Intersection of 
Terrorism and Technology in Spain and Europe
April 2026

The following is a collection of Insights that explore the terrorist threat landscape in Spain 
and Europe produced by the Global Network on Extremism and Technology (GNET). GNET is 
the academic research arm of the Global Internet Forum to Counter Terrorism (GIFCT). GNET’s 
mission is to publish actionable research to better understand and prevent terrorist and violent 
extremist exploitation of digital platforms. GNET is convened by the Centre for Statecraft and 
National Security (CSNS) based within the Department of War Studies at King’s College London.

Exploitation of Hard Tech

Testing Resilience: Can the Proposed EU Drone Wall Defend Against Extremist Actors? 
by Nina Kurt - 16 January 2025
This Insight analyses whether the growing use of drone technology by terrorist and violent 
extremist groups and individuals poses a threat to the EU Drone Defence Initiative.

Above the Battlefield: The Threat of UAVs in the Hands of VNSAs 
by Matilde Gamba - 24 June 2025
This Insight analyses the intersection of UAVs and violent extremism, using the Russo-Ukrainian 
conflict as a case study to examine how VNSAs, both within Russia and Ukraine and beyond, are 
adapting drone technology for their strategic and ideological purposes.

The Role of Online Spaces in Offline Terrorist & Violent Extremist Activity

Speed Over Safeguards? The e-Evidence Regulation and Counter-Terrorism Investigations
by Isabella Pirlogea - 20 April 2026
This Insight examines the European Commission’s new Regulation and Directive on e-Evidence. 
It analyses the main features of this legal framework, its relevance for terrorism investigations, 
and the admissibility of evidence.

The Resurgence of The Base in Europe: The Spanish Cell and a Transnational Accelerationist 
Network
by Urszula Mrozowska - 13 March 2026 
This Insight explores how the accelerationist network, The Base, operates online, across 
platforms where the group and its leader remain active, post images, and discuss ideological 
positioning. It identifies narratives that support radicalisation and mobilisation to violence, 
distinguishing its discourse, goals, and overall operational approach.

https://gnet-research.org/2026/01/16/testing-resilience-can-the-proposed-eu-drone-wall-defend-against-extremist-actors/
https://gnet-research.org/2025/06/24/above-the-battlefield-the-threat-of-uavs-in-the-hands-of-vnas/
https://gnet-research.org/2026/04/20/speed-over-safeguards-the-e-evidence-regulation-and-counter-terrorism-investigations/
https://gnet-research.org/2026/04/13/the-resurgence-of-the-base-in-europe-the-spanish-cell-and-a-transnational-accelerationist-network/
https://gnet-research.org/2026/04/13/the-resurgence-of-the-base-in-europe-the-spanish-cell-and-a-transnational-accelerationist-network/
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Spreading Fire: Arson, Social Media, and the Violent Extreme-Right in Ireland 
by Anonymous Author - 20 August 2025
This Insight explores how social media platforms have contributed to the rise of violent extreme-
right activity in Ireland, with a focus on the use of arson as a key offline tactic.

‘Welcome Spring, Burn a Tesla’: The Insurrectionary Anarchist Campaign Against Tesla 
by Mauro Lubrano - 21 May 2025
This Insight explores the growing wave of attacks against Tesla across Europe and North 
America.

Wagner PMC Recruitment: The Strategic Link Between Combat Sports and Online Propaganda 
by Paola Testa - 16 October 2024
This Insight examines the recruitment supply chain developed by PMC Wagner, which exploits 
the combat sports environment and analyses the key elements influencing its operation.

Exploitation of Artificial Intelligence

The Weaponisation of AI: Visual storytelling of the Great Replacement Conspiracy Theory Amid 
the Southport Riots 
by Beatriz Buarque - 16 July 2025
This Insight examines how both recommendation algorithms and Generative AI intensified 
far-right violence after the Southport attack in July 2024, by spreading racist conspiracies and 
weaponising visual propaganda.

AI at the Centre: Violent Extremist Exploitation in Pirkkala 
by Luke Baumgartner - 14 July 2025
This Insight analyses the ways in which the Pirkkala attack reflects a dangerous synthesis of 
misogynist violent extremism (MVE) and how emerging technological enablers like Generative 
AI (GenAI) can be exploited by violent extremists. 

‘Islamic Republic of France’: AI and the Spreading of Islamophobic Conspiracy Theories Around 
the French Parliamentary Elections
by Piotr Marczynski - 31 July 2024
This Insight maps extreme-right discourse before and after the final parliamentary results in 
France.

Trends in the Financing of Terrorism

Cash for Incitement: The Monetisation of Digital Hate in Germany
by Pablo Jost and Harald Sick - 1 May 2024
This Insight aims to assess the digital monetisation pathways of far-right and conspiracy 
ideology actors in Germany, to infer their success by looking at their crypto-wallet balances, 
and to assess their donors by tracking their transactions on the blockchain.

https://gnet-research.org/2025/08/20/spreading-fire-arson-social-media-and-the-violent-extreme-right-in-ireland/
https://gnet-research.org/2025/05/21/welcome-spring-burn-a-tesla-the-insurrectionary-anarchist-campaign-against-tesla/
https://gnet-research.org/2024/10/16/wagner-pmc-recruitment-the-strategic-link-between-combat-sports-and-online-propaganda/
https://gnet-research.org/2025/07/16/the-weaponisation-of-ai-visual-storytelling-of-the-great-replacement-conspiracy-theory-amid-the-southport-riots/
https://gnet-research.org/2025/07/16/the-weaponisation-of-ai-visual-storytelling-of-the-great-replacement-conspiracy-theory-amid-the-southport-riots/
https://gnet-research.org/2025/07/14/ai-at-the-centre-violent-extremist-exploitation-in-pirkkala/
https://gnet-research.org/2024/07/31/islamic-republic-of-france-ai-and-the-spreading-of-islamophobic-conspiracy-theories-around-the-french-parliamentary-elections/
https://gnet-research.org/2024/07/31/islamic-republic-of-france-ai-and-the-spreading-of-islamophobic-conspiracy-theories-around-the-french-parliamentary-elections/
https://gnet-research.org/2024/05/01/cash-for-incitement-the-monetisation-of-digital-hate-in-germany/
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Trends in Terrorist & Violent Extremist Narratives and Communications Online

Española: Russia’s Far-Right Hooligan Militia and Its Online Activities 
by Peter Smith and Alec Bertina - 9 August 2024
This Insight discusses and analyses the Russian Española militia, including its appearances 
during Russia’s war in Ukraine, and the unit’s contributions to the Kremlin’s propaganda efforts.

Francoism Online: Neo-Fascism, Memes, and Historical Revisionism in Spain 
by Urszula Mrozowska - by Urszula Mrozowska - 9 April 2026
This Insight examines how Francoist-related content and Franco’s image are being reintroduced 
and reinterpreted on Spanish social media, analysing the narratives, formats, and trends 
involved, as well as their implications for radicalisation within far-right extremist groups in 
Spain.

The Moscow Terrorist Attack: Pro-Islamic State Narratives and their Wider Implications 
by Meili Criezis - 3 April 2024
This Insight analyses pro-Islamic State (IS) online reactions to the 22 March 2024 Crocus City Hall 
attack in Moscow. 

The Nordic Front of ‘764’: Trends, Drivers, and Countering Youth Exploitation and Radicalisation 
by Valdemar Balle and Anonymous Author - 5 January 2025
This Insight showcases the 764 network’s worrying activities in the Nordic region. 

Spain’s New Neo-Nazi Networks: ‘Remigration’ and Radicalisation Online 
by Urszula Mrozowska - 4 March 2026
This Insight examines the narratives and communication strategies of Núcleo Nacional in online 
spaces, whose digital activity has gained significant visibility in Spain. 

Convergence of Online Harms

From Climate Hoax to Hate: The Overlap Between Climate Denial and White Supremacy on 
Spanish TikTok 
by Urszula Mrozowska - 28 April 2025
This Insight explains how some Spanish TikTok accounts promoting climate change denial, often 
framed as part of a secret agenda, are also advancing white supremacist ideologies.

The UK Riots, Misinformation and Foreign Interference: A Smoking Gun or Something Else? 
by Dr. William Allchorn and Elisa Orofino - 18 September 2024
This Insight explores the recent history of foreign interference in UK protest movements and how 
it intersects with extremist misinformation online.

https://gnet-research.org/2024/08/09/espanola-russias-far-right-hooligan-militia-and-its-online-activities/
https://gnet-research.org/2026/04/09/francoism-online-neo-fascism-memes-and-historical-revisionism-in-spain/
https://gnet-research.org/2024/04/03/the-moscow-terrorist-attack-pro-is-narratives-and-wider-implications/
https://gnet-research.org/2026/01/05/the-nordic-front-of-764-trends-drivers-and-countering-youth-exploitation-and-radicalisation/
https://gnet-research.org/2026/03/04/spains-new-neo-nazi-networks-remigration-and-radicalisation-online/
https://gnet-research.org/2025/04/28/from-climate-hoax-to-hate-the-overlap-between-climate-denial-and-white-supremacy-on-spanish-tiktok/
https://gnet-research.org/2025/04/28/from-climate-hoax-to-hate-the-overlap-between-climate-denial-and-white-supremacy-on-spanish-tiktok/
https://gnet-research.org/2024/09/18/the-uk-riots-misinformation-and-foreign-interference-a-smoking-gun-or-something-else/
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Telegram’s Hate Memes: A Visual Analysis in the German Extremist Online Sphere 
by Wyn Brodersen and Maik Fielitz - 18 October 2024
This Insight scrutinises the role of meme-based communication in the far-right Telegram sphere, 
focusing on the prevalence of five different hate categories. 

Lessons Learned from Past Incidents and Opportunities for Intervention

Objective ‘Golden’ Security: What can be Learned From Paris 2024 
by Paola Testa - 10 October 2024
This Insight examines the terrorism and cybersecurity threat landscape faced by police and 
military personnel deployed at Paris 2024, as well as national prevention strategies employed 
by the French. 

13 Years On: The Enduring Influence of Breivik’s Manifesto on Far-Right Terror 
by Joshua Molloy - 24 July 2024
This Insight reflects on the legacy of the 22 July attacks in establishing the template subsequent 
far-right terrorists have imitated, examining the evolution of online manifestos since the 2011 
attacks and the legacy of Breivik’s manifesto within far-right digital subcultures.

In Sweden, a Domestic Troll Farm Tests Democracy 
by Stephen Blinder and Jacob Ware - 28 October 2024
This Insight discusses the social media-enabled scandal of the Swedish troll farm, analysing its 
implications for Western democracies and how publics and their governments should respond.

Further Information

For additional information about GNET, please see below: 

Contact GNET: mail@gnet-research.org
Write for GNET: https://gnet-research.org/write-for-us/ 

To sign up for GNET’s mailing list, scan the QR code → 

https://gnet-research.org/2024/10/18/the-hate-sphere-unpacking-extremist-memes-in-germanys-telegram-networks/
https://gnet-research.org/2024/10/10/objective-golden-security-what-can-be-learned-from-paris-2024/
https://gnet-research.org/2024/07/24/13-years-on-the-enduring-influence-of-breiviks-manifesto-on-far-right-terror/
https://gnet-research.org/2024/10/28/in-sweden-a-domestic-troll-farm-tests-democracy/
mailto:mail%40gnet-research.org?subject=
https://gnet-research.org/write-for-us/

